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for the invaders to follow them. It had not prevented
the moneylender, however, from following them to then-
retreats, and they suffered much from his exactions.
They were at first very suspicious of our Officers, and
feared" lest they might be disguised Government Officials
come to take them from their homes and enlist them in
some regiment. There was some ground for their fears,
as the Bhils make good soldiers, and a special Bhil Corps
had been recruited for the Indian Army, and had rendered
good sendee. We were soon able to reassure them, how-
ever, and to make them realize that though we were
Soldiers, and wished to enlist them in an Army, our war-
fare was of a very different kind and required no carnal
weapons. Nor had we come to take them away, but to
ourselves settle in their midst. Gradually their suspicions
were allayed, and their confidence gained, though it was
some time before our Officers ventured to inscribe their
names in a Soldiers' Roll, or create the usual outlines of a
definite organization. Indeed, newly-arrived Officers were
particularly warned not to produce pen and paper in the
presence of their people, and to be careful not to make
any lists of their names and addresses, lest a scare should
be created.
The work progressed slowly, but steadily. The con-
version of one of their petty chiefs, or headmen, created a
considerable stir, and some of his relatives proposed that
he should be expelled from their community, or required
to renounce The Salvation Army. A meeting of the dan
was summoned for the purpose of considering what should
be done. At this gathering their chieftain made an
eloquent appeal, pointing out the advantage of the change
that had taken place in his own heart and life. Whereas
before this time he had been addicted to drinking and
gambling, he had now abandoned these sins. He had
often wished to do so before, but it was only when Christ
entered his heart and gave him the needed power, that
he had been able to forsake his evil habits. Now, not only
was his life changed, but his heart was changed. Why
then should they expel him from his dan, when such a
wonderful change had taken place ? Moreover, what
God had done for Mm, He was equally willing and able